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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 20 
December 2006 has been entered. 

2. This Office Action is in response to the communication received on 20 December 
2006. 

3. Claims 1-34 were cancelled. 

4. Claims 35-41 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 35-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Moller 
et al. US patent # 6,98,074 B1 . 
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7. As to claim 35, Moller teaches substantially the invention as claimed, including a 
server apparatus (Fig. 1, server 12) communicably connected to a plurality of client 
apparatuses (Fig, 1, clients 14, 16) through a communication network (Fig. 1, Internet 
18), for performing a music composing work (a multimedia project) according to data 
input at the plurality of the client apparatuses to thereby create a file of music data (a 
multiple "takes" record, data units, tracks) under collaboration (Abstract) of a plurality of 
users of the plurality of client apparatuses with collecting ideas (callaborators' 
contributions, col. 4, lines 35-40) of the plurality of the users, the server apparatus 
comprising: 

a data storage section that stores music data under the music conducting work (virtual 
studio, coL 4, lines 5-15)] 

an information transmitting section that transmits display information to each of the 
client apparatuses such that each client apparatus displays a composing screen 
according to the transmitted display information (col. 4, lines 15-26). 
a data receiving section that receives from each client apparatus composing data, which 
is generated by the client apparatus based on data input to the composing screen 
displayed according to the display information, and which represents either of a partial 
composing content or partial editing content of the music data (col. 4, lines 26-49)\ 
a composing and editing section that performs the music composing work including 
input and edition of the music data according to the composing data received from each 
client apparatus to thereby update the music data stored in the data storage section 
(coL 4, lines 26-49)\ and 
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a music data transmitting section that responds to an updating request from the client 
apparatus for transmitting the updated music data stored in the data storage section as 
display information to the client apparatus such that the client apparatus can display the 
updated music data on the composing screen (coL 4, lines 26-49), 

8. As to claim 36, Moller discloses including a second music data transmitting 
section that responds to a data save request from the client apparatus for converting the 
music data stored in the data storage section from a data format which is editable to 
another data format which is performable, and transmitting the music data of said 
another data format to the client apparatus (col. 4, lines 26-56). 

9. As to claim 37, Moller discloses, wherein the information transmitting section 
further transmits chat screen information to the respective client apparatuses such that 
each client apparatus can display a chat screen (Hara, Fig. 22, box 288) for chatting 
with other client apparatuses (coL 4, lines 26-34), the server apparatus further 
comprising: 

a registering section that registers conversation data (chat administration, coL 4, 
lines 57-64)\ 

a conversation data update section that receives from the client apparatus the 
conversation data which is generated according to data input to the chat screen which is 
displayed based on the chat screen information, and that updates the conversation data 
registered in the registering section each time the conversation data is received (coi 4, 
lines 1-64)\ and 
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a conversation data transmitting section that responds to a chat update request 
from the client apparatus for transmitting the updated conversation data registered in 
the registering section (col. 4, lines 1-64). 

1 0. Claim 38 corresponds to the computer readable medium claim of claim 35; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 35. 

1 1 . Claim 39 corresponds to the server-side apparatus claim of claim 35 but on the 
client-side apparatus of the system; the functions on server and client are 
exchangeable; therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 35. 

12. Claim 40 corresponds to the server-side apparatus claim of claim 36 but on the 
client-side apparatus of the system; the functions on server and client are 
exchangeable; therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 36. 

1 3. Claim 41 corresponds to the server-side apparatus claim of claim 37 but on the 
client-side apparatus of the system; the functions on server and client are 
exchangeable; therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 37. 

14. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this action. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hal V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3901. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned Is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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